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On Aug. 19, President Daniel Ortega told reporters that Nicaragua would settle its suit against
Honduras before the International Court of Justice (World Court) if Tegucigalpa would accept a
proposal for the establishment of a multinational border monitoring force. During a meeting on
Aug. 18 with US Sen. Christopher Dodd in Managua, Ortega said the main topic of discussion
was the Honduran government's refusal to participate in a Central American summit. The other
four governments Nicaragua, El Salvador, Costa Rica and Guatemala have expressed interest in
revitalizing the regional peace process via another meeting of the five presidents. Tegucigalpa has
announced that it will participate in a summit only if Nicaragua first withdraws its suit before the
World Court. Nicaragua filed the suit last year as a means of protesting the Honduran government's
continued willingness to permit the contras the use of its national territory. For several years,
the contras have maintained base camps in Honduras during their war against the Nicaraguan
government. Ortega said that his government has proposed on several occasions the establishment
of a multinational monitoring force, comprised of civilians from Spain, West Germany, Canada
and a Latin American country belonging to the Group of 8 (Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Mexico,
Panama, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela). In response to Tegucigalpa's pre-condition for attending a
summit meeting, Ortega said that the issue could be settled if Honduras accepted the multinational
border monitoring force proposal. The force, he said, would function as a "guarantee for both
countries, and the issue of the suit could be settled outside of court." (Basic data from Prensa Latina,
08/19/88)
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